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The Unseen Realm: A Biblical Understanding of Angels, Demons, and the Spiritual Realm

1) Why think about the ‘Unseen Realm’?
a) It’s real! Genesis 1:1, Rev 22:16 
i) Where would you point people to the unseen realm?
2 Kings 8:17, Ephesians 6:12, Colossians 1:16
b) It helps us understand God and the world - 1 John 3:7-9,
c) Informs our prayer
d) Informs Bible reading
e) Gives an understanding of ‘something more’
i) The attic / the excluded middle
There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio,
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy.
- Hamlet (1.5.167-8)
f)  …But a caution 
There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  C. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters, xi.] 

2) Setting the (Un)scene
a) Everything depends on God for their being
b) All things are ordered

3) Angels
a) What are angels like? 
i) Each angel is a totally unique being
b) What do angels do?
i) Angels are ministers: Heb. 1:14; Gal 3:19 – angels administered the law
ii) Angels are warriors:  Rev 20:1-3; Act 7:38
iii) Angels are preachers: Gal 1:8 
iv) Angels govern the world: They execute God’s law regarding the physical world

4) The Devil and his Demons
“The greatest trick the devil ever pulled was convincing the world he didn't exist” – Verbal, The Usual Suspects
a) Satan, accuser, adversary, Lucifer 
The devil is a creature, not a rival.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Anthony Faggiano, “Calvin and the Occult: The Reformer Against the Powers of Darkness,” Reformed Dogmatika, October 25, 2025, https://reformeddogmatika.com/calvin-and-the-occult-the-reformer-against-the-powers-of-darkness/.] 

Ezekiel 28:12-17, Isaiah 14:12-15, Luke 10:18-20
b) Fallen angel(s)? What do they do? 
i) Demons oppose God’s people (Eph. 6:12)
ii) Demons can influence and afflict humans (Mark 5:1-13; Matthew 9:32-33)
iii) Demons can promote false teaching (1 Tim. 4:1; James 3:15).
iv) Demons ‘delay the day’ of Christ’s return 

5) Easter Saturday – the ultimate quiet day?
a) A brief theology of the realm of the dead
i) Sheol, abyss, pit, and more.. – Luke 16:19-31
b) What happened between Good Friday and Easter Sunday?
i) 1 Peter 3:18-22, Ephesians 4:8-10, Acts 2:22-36
(a) Or did this happen later? 
c) Implications of this
i) There is no where Jesus has not gone
ii) Death has no hold
iii) Evil has no real hold

6) Supernatural Phenomena Today
a) Ghosts
b) Magic and mediums
c) UAPs / UFOs
d) Training the mind
i) Philippians 4:4-9
ii) Ephesians 6:10-13
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